Bacterial plug versus pseudocyst of the tonsils.
This article presents several cases of two types of yellow lesions of the tonsils. The bacterial plug is a small, sometimes symptomatic lesion composed of mats of bacteria that fill a tonsillar crypt and is treated by dislodging the plug. The pseudocyst is a small, mostly asymptomatic smooth, epithelium-covered lesion that can regress spontaneously and need not be surgically removed for diagnosis. Both lesions are compared and contrasted to delineate diagnostic features and to suggest management. Terms are differentiated, and the relationship to the lymphoepithelial cyst is discussed.